
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blended Learning – What is it?     

Blended Learning is an exciting concept that is designed to let you experience the best of both 

worlds with regards to online and classroom education. The first part of the blended learning 

experience is the online/digital section. Here you can study the course material/theory in the 

comfort of your home, at your own pace and structure it around your schedule. The second part 

revolves around classroom time where you will interact with the instructor/facilitator and gain 

greater understanding and knowledge of the theoretical and practical aspects of the course. 

You will enter the classroom with ample prior knowledge, due to you having had the opportunity to 

access the online study manual prior, which means you and the instructor/facilitator commence with 

your course on a more structured foundation. This in turn means 

a) less time in the classroom. 

b) more opportunity for practical exercises and  

c) less operational down-time due to you being out of the office. 

Furthermore, the blended learning option not only saves you on valuable time, but it is also very cost 

effective. In addition your institution could also save money on printing as well as training facility 

costs, which ultimately means…………………….. YOU PAY LESS! 

In short, the system of Blended Learning, also known as Hybrid Learning, is a process utilising both 

online and classroom based methods in order to facilitate the teaching of students, thereby 

maximising the outcomes of that particular course/subjects and ultimately minimising the resources 

needed. 

                                           

https://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://elearningindustry.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/6-blended-learning-models-blended-learning-successful-students-1024x683.jpg&imgrefurl=http://elearningindustry.com/subjects/elearning-articles/blended-learning&docid=UJEBmzXwVn8zhM&tbnid=DOtLP63gW5GwpM:&w=1024&h=683&bih=801&biw=1708&ved=0ahUKEwiVtof4yYbNAhWmA8AKHd0FABI4ZBAzCDQoMTAx&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.talkingradio.co.za
http://www.talkingradio.co.za/shop/
https://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://cliparts.co/cliparts/Acb/Kjd/AcbKjdzLi.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cliparts.co/picture-of-a-man-thinking&docid=hUipBVbOkOHrYM&tbnid=-iFd1jjo8WBvfM:&w=1307&h=1960&bih=801&biw=1708&ved=0ahUKEwjKruP2x4bNAhUJJMAKHdGSDM44ZBAzCGMoXzBf&iact=mrc&uact=8


SRC and DSC – What’s the hype about? 

The primary purpose of the marine VHF Radio is to ensure safety of lives at sea, and Digital Selective 

Calling (DSC) is the greatest aid for achieving this goal. As I am sure most of you know, by 1 January 

2017, your boat has to be equipped with a VHF Radio that has DSC capabilities and you are required 

to have the correct radio operator’s certificate for this unit. The radio operator’s certificate you need 

for Category D, C, and B vessels is the Short Range Certificate (SRC). 

Digital Selective Calling, or DSC, is the primary means of alerting on your VHF (equipped with DSC) 

radio. At the touch of a button, you can send the following information to ALL, or selected, radios 

within range: 

 Your vessel’s identity 
 Your precise location (if your GPS is interfaced) 
 Your Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) number which is linked to your relevant details 
 The nature of your call or distress 

 

DSC uses VHF Channel 70 exclusively – which means no voice communication 

takes place on this channel. Furthermore, the coded digital signal is more robust 

than that of voice communication and travels approximately 15% faster. The 

DSC distress alert will continue to resend every 4 minutes until it has been 

acknowledged. In other words, once you press that distress button, it will 

DEMAND attention and help coming your way. 

In the UK, where they have implemented the Short Range Certificate in 1999, they are already at the 

point where it is not mandatory for rescue services to maintain a “listening watch” on channel 16. 

Therefore, if a vessels calls for help on VHF channel 16, no-one that is able to help might hear the 

distress. However, DSC raises the alarm very effectively. This process is where South Africa is now 

also moving towards. In a nutshell, the whole idea is to get you and your family/friends/crew home 

safe and sound. 

Currently, there are approximately 50’000 people who have to obtain their Short Range Certificate in 

South Africa. Presently, South Africa has 15 accredited training institutions (including Talking Radio) 

and each facilitator may only have a maximum of 10 students per class. Therefore, it is vitally 

important that you complete your SRC course as soon as possible to avoid disappointment and to 

assist towards passing your next seaworthy. 

Should you require more information or wish to make a booking, please contact Marlene on the 

following email address: marlene@talkingradio.co.za  

 

 

***Continue to the following page for some exciting news*** 
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Talking Radio is very excited to announce that we have developed an online 

SRC Blended Learning product – the first of its kind in South Africa! 

 

This product will allow you the opportunity to study 

the material in the comfort of your home, at your own 

pace and tailored to suit your schedule.  

The Blended Learning option of this course will 

shorten your time in the classroom learning theory 

and afford you more time with the facilitator 

practicing and preparing for your SRC theory and 

practical examination. 

The SRC Blended Leaning truly does save you time 

and money! 

 

Please visit our website (www.talkingradio.co.za) for more information and to purchase your SRC 

Blended Learning course - Talking Radio Online Shop 

 

 

 

 

http://www.talkingradio.co.za/product/marine-vhf-src-blended-learning/


Safety Management Systems (SMS) in the workplace 

SMS is essentially defined as a systematic approach to the management of safety which includes the 

necessary organizational structures, accountabilities, policies and procedures.  

One can very easily become complacent with their daily work routine and this can potentially lead to 

unplanned incidents and accidents occurring which could have easily been avoided. A very basic 

example of SMS in action could be illustrated using the following example: 

An individual climbing up a ladder in your office to gain access into the ceiling/roof.  

Items to consider before this event takes place could be things such as: 

a) Has the supervisor been informed? 
b) Has this been approved at senior level? 
c) Has the working area been marked off with security access tape? 
d) Is there someone to assist the person when climbing up and down the ladder?    

 

This involves the compilation of, and adherence to a relevant SMS checklist prior to the 

commencement of any unscheduled work. The SMS checklist can assist in minimising the possibility 

of an incident or accident from occurring and also ensures that people become more aware of their 

workplace surroundings through their interaction with this document. Companies also encourage 

their work staff to report any safety deficiencies that they may observe while at work to their 

supervisor so that this can be discussed at management level and included as an amended to their 

existing SMS if everyone concurs that this is deemed relevant. Information pertaining to these type 

of changes, as well as feedback on incidents or accidents that may have recently occurred need to be 

relayed to all staff members to encourage safety in the workplace.        

Finally it is also important to ensure that all the staff are continually provided with SMS refresher 

training so as to ensure ongoing safety awareness. If your company needs assistance with the 

implementation of SMS please email Dylan@talkingradio.co.za for further information.     
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The importance of regulating RPAS in South Africa 

 

In response to the need for regulations of Remote Pilot Aerial Systems (RPAS) operations globally, 

the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) began developing all the documentation related 

to RPAS in April 2007. ICAO’s main objective and scope related to this requirement include: 

• To develop standards and recommended practices (SARPs), procedures and guidance to 

facilitate safe, secure and efficient integration of RPAS into non-segregated airspace and 

aerodromes. (Non -segregated airspace is any airspace that is not restricted to the exclusive use 

of specific users, such as the military). 

• To maintain the exiting level of safety for manned aviation. 

• To secure the safety of IFR (Instrument Flight Rules) operation in controlled airspace. 

Some of the problems that ICAO was made aware of, which gave rise to this need, are: 

 The steady increase of the number of RPAS in non-segregated airspace. 

 The number of incidents involving RPAS with the traditional manned aviation which appear to be 

escalating at an alarming stage. 

 The expansion of commercial and recreational use of unmanned aircraft by non-aviation persons 

which is becoming one of the most significant hazards to manned aviation. 

 The security with respect to the use of RPAS has become a significant hazard to the safety and 

privacy of individuals as well as institutions, organisations and government entities. 

 The increase in unlawful activities (i.e. smuggling, spying and terrorist activities) which has 

become a significant hazard worldwide. 

As one of the ICAO State Members, the South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA) took the 

decision in 2015 to implement the CATS and CARS for Part 101 (RPAS), so as to address, standardise 

and regulate the use of RPAS in South Africa. 

The sole-purpose of establishing these Regulations is to enhance SAFETY within the Aviation 

Industry.  Unfortunately, implementing these measures is a timeous and costly affair and most 

certainly a learning-curve for all parties involved.      

The SACAA Part 101 Regulations states that anyone involved in commercial RPAS activities must be 

in possession of an ROC (RPAS Operator Certificate) which will be valid for 12 months, after which 

the company will be re-assessed to ensure that all procedures and regulations as prescribed in the 

Operations Manual, are adhered to. South Africa is only one of the many countries who are in the 

process of, or who has already established RPAS Regulations and Technical Standards so, if you are 

planning to fly your RPAS commercially, you are urged to do so by complying with the legal route.  

For further information on how TR can assist you with your RPAS ROC please email 

cornell@talkingradio.co.za 
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